
Research Log 

This research log is designed, as the name implies, to help you track your research: not just what you find, but when you research, what you 
research, how you go about it, and so on.  That means is you must keep it updated as you research; it is an assignment to be completed alongside 
the research process, as a genuine part of your work process, to document your search strategies and chosen sources.  Please note that there are 
two sections to this log!  In the first section, you’ll follow the labels on the columns and make notes as you research.  In the second section, as you 
begin to choose sources, enter and evaluate them section below.  In other words, the first part of the log has you keep track of your research 
sessions; the second part has you record and evaluate what you found.  ADD ROWS TO THE LOG AS NEEDED! 
 
Remember: try a variety of search strategies and resources (ex. Google, Academic Search Complete, EBSCO, etc.).  Keep an organized record of 
research methodology, sources consulted, key words used, noting both successes and failures so you don’t repeat the same thing over and over.   
 
Research Topic (name it & provide a very short description): 
 
 
Part I: Searches (Add rows as needed!) 
Date 
& 
Time 

What did you use to 
search? (Google, 
database, etc.) 

Search 
Terms/String 
Used 

Number of 
results 

How will you revise search based 
on results? How can you narrow it 
down to find even better results?  

Notes: Did you select any sources? 
What are the sources about? (Feel 
free to use key words and 
abbreviations.) 

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      



 
 
 
Part I: Sources and Notes (Add rows as needed!) 
Type of 
Source 
(medium) 

Citation (APA style) How does this source explain my 
topic? What information or 
perspectives does it present? 

What is the point of view of the 
author? What are they trying to 
accomplish? 

How / in what ways do you 
understand your topic  better 
because of this source?  Describe. 

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
 


